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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 



35 



comprising : 



An information processing apparatus 

orage means for storing a plurality of 



images; 

desigViation means for designating one or more 
of the images storeci in the storage means; 

dividir^ means for dividing a display screen 
into a plurality of display areas according to the number 
of images designated byi the designation means; and 

display con^trol means for displaying each of 
the one or more images designated by the designation means 
in a corresponding one of ^e display areas of the screen 
divided by the dividing means 

2. The apparatus of Ylaim 1, wherein the display 
control means displays the designated images as reduced 
images . 

3. The apparatus of c\aim 1, wherein the 
dividing means divides the screen so\that an aspect ratio 
of the divided display areas is equal\to an aspect ratio 
of the designated images. 

4 . The apparatus of claim wherein the 

dividing means divides the screen into n^ 3s:eas when the 
number of the designated images is greater thai^ (n-1)^ and 
equal to or less than n^. 

5. The apparatus of claim 4, wherein n is a 
natural number, 





f claim 
mor€ 



1, wherein the 
a predetermined 
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6. T 

designation means prohib 
number of images from being designated 

7- Tl^fes^pparatus of claim 1, further comprising 
selection means forN^lecting one of the images displayed 
in the divided displa^^*^^^reas , and wherein the display 
control means displays the s^J^cted image so as to occupy 
an entire area of the screen. ^""^ 

8- The^^^^^i d bia=5l-'i^...^clai 1, wherein the storage 
means also stores sound data^. and tTLe^-^de.34;anation means 
designates one or more images and the sound dataT"""^ 

^ ^ 9. The appa?»t4is of claim 8, wherein when images 



that have been designated by 




designation means include 
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sound d^a associated therewith, the display control means 
displays \±ie designated images in the corresponding 
display are^ of the screen together with a symbol 
indicating the T^xistence of the sound data associated with 
the images - 

10. The api^^ratus of claim 8, wherein when sound 
data that has been designated by the designation means 
does not include an \image associated therewith, the 
display control means dis^l^ys a symbol representative of 
the designated sound in the^corresponding display area. 

11- The apparatus of ns;laim 8, further comprising: 
selection means fcsj: selecting one of the 
images displayed in the divided di^^ay areas; 

sound playback means rbsf playing back the 

sound data; 

wherein when the image sd^ected by the 
selection means has sound data associated ui^^erewith, the 
display control means displays the selected ima^^ so as to 
occupy the entire area of the screen, and uiq^ sound 
playback means reproduces the sound data associated 
therewith . 

12. apparatus of claim 1, wherein when the 
number of the ^»(Qages designated by the designation means 
is greater than n^ the dividing means divides the screen 
into n^ display ar>s^s, /\and the display control means 
displays n^ of the desibfl^p'^jd' images in the divided display 
areas . 

13. The apparatus ^Nof claim 12, wherein the 
display control means displays^i±ther the first n^ images 
or the last n^ images, among the designated images, in the 
divided display areas. 

14. The apparatus of claim l,\wherein when the 
designation means designates multiplevy images, the 
designated images are displayed on the screen as reduced 
images, the size of each divided display area Xeing larger 
than the size of a thumbnail image that was\used to 
designate the designated images . 

15. The apj^aj^tus of claim 1, further comprising 
line-drawing input means""*--^.Qr inputting line drawings, 
wherein when the images designatr^e^L by the designation 
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means Ka^^g ^ corr esponding line-drawings input through the 
line-drawing inpu^'**'*''sng.aTis the display control means 
displays the designated image^^^^-ajiid the corresponding line- 
drawings in the screen with the linfe-^N^awings superimposed 
5 on the corresponding images. '^^•^^v,...,^^^^^ 

16. The apparatus of claim 1, further comprising 
•"^..display means for displaying the images. 

17. Vhe apparatus of claim 1, wherein the 
^ apparatus is an electronic camera that further comprises 

10 input means fo\ inputting the images into the storage 
means - \ 

18. An \ information processing apparatus 
comprising: \ 

storage\ means for storing a plurality of 
15 images; \ 

designatioi^ means for designating one or more 
images stored in the storage means; and 

display con-orol means for controlling a 
display size of the images Recording to the number of the 
20 images designated by the des^nation means . 

19. An information processing apparatus 
comprising: \ 

a memory that stores a plurality of images; 

a designation devic^ that designates one or 
25 more of the images stored in the mMaory; and 

a controller coupled t^ the memory and to the 
designation device to divide a d^play screen into a 
plurality of display areas accordingr to the number of 
images designated by the designation de 
30 each of the one or more images 
designation device in a corresponding 
areas of the screen . 

20. The apparatus of claim 
controller displays the designated 

35 images. \ 

21. The apparatus of claim 19, whVcein the 
controller divides the screen into n^ areas when t\e number 



w-ice and to display 
d?Bsignated by the 
onfe of the display 

I9A wherein the 
imagesX as reduced 



of the designated images is greater than (n-1) 
to or less than n^ . 



and equal 
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22. The apparatus of claim 21, wherein n is a 
natural number. 

23. Tfi^ apparatus of claim 19, wherein the 
controller prohibits more — da^^p,_a_predetermined number of 
images from being designated Joy tne desiqn^airi-eja^aevice - 

24. Tlfe-^pparatus of claim 19, further comprising 
a selector that select«^ one of the images displayed in the 
divided display areas, ana>?J:ierein the controller displays 
the selected image so as to occtris^^ an entire area of the 
screen- •n^^^^^ 

25. The''"app^ajiaiu^^2(5-^^ wherein the memory 
also stores sound data, |anp**^ — 4^ie^^designation device 
designates one or more images and the saujT*--€l^^ta . 

26. Nj'he apparatus of claim 25, wherein when 
images that ha\e been designated by the designation device 
include sound dasta associated therewith, the controller 
displays the designated images in the corresponding 
display areas of t^ie screen together with a symbol 
indicating the existenc)^ of the sound data associated with 
the images - 

27. The apparatus claim 25, wherein when sound 
data that has been designate^d by the designation device 
does not include an image asssociated therewith, the 
controller displays a symbol \representative of the 
designated sound in the corresponding display area - 

28- The apparatus of c\aim 25, further 
comprising : 

a speaker that plays back the^sound data; 
a selector that selects one the images 

displayed in the divided display areas; 

wherein when the image selecteoSy by the 
selector has sound data associated therewitf^, the 
controller displays the selected image so as to occupy the 
entire area of the screen, and the speaker plays back 
sound data associated therewith. 

29. apparatus of claim 19, wherein when the 

number of the images^"tte^L4^nat(ea\ by the designation device 
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is greater than n , the contj 



n display areas, and displa^jp 
in the divided display areas 



^^divides the screen into 
the designated images 
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30. Vrhe apparatus of claim 29, wherein the 
controller dis^iJL^ays either the first n^ images or the last 
n" images, among "S^he designated images, in the divided 
display areas 

31. The apparatus]^^;^ claim 19, wherein when the 
designation device desifTraitb^ multiple images, the 
designated images are displayed\on the screen as reduced 
images, the size of each divided display area being larger 
than the size of a thumbnail ima^e that was used to 
designate the designated images. 

32- Ti^e apparatus of claim 19, further comprising 
a touch tablet c^i^pled to the controller to input line 
drawings, wherein wt^en the images designated by the 
designation device haveN^orresponding line-drawings input 
through the touch tablet/\^e controller displays the 
designated images and the corrfe^^onding line-drawings in 
the screen with the line-drawingbv superimposed on the 
corresponding images. 

33. The apparatus of claim 19, further comprising 
a display coupled to the controller and having the display 
screen to display the images. 

34. The apparatus of claim 19, wherein the 
apparatus is an electronic camera that further comprises a 
photoelectric converter that converts a light image of an 
object to image signals that are stored in the memory. 

35. information processing apparatus 
comprising : 

a meihory that stores a plurality of images; 
a desiWiation device that designates one or 
more images stored inNihe memory; and 

a controller coupled to the memory and to the 
designation device to cental a display size of the images 
according to the number of ^t^he images designated by the 
designation device . 

36. The apparatus of claim 35, wherein the 
apparatus is an electronic camera that further comprises a 
photoelectric converter that converts a light image of an 
object to image signals that are stored in the memory. 

37. A methobs^ of controlling an information 



40 ^^^^;>^processing apparatus, comp3:;^sing the steps of: 
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designating one or more images stored in a 

memory; 

dividing a display screen into a plurality of 
display are^ according to the number of designated 
images; and 

displaying each of the one or more designated 
images in a corresponding one of the display areas of the 
divided screen, 

38. The method of claim 31, wherein the 
displaying step dispJV^ys the designated images as reduced 
images . 

39. The method V)f claim 37, wherein the dividing 
step divides the screen Nso that an aspect ratio of the 
divided display areas is e^ual to an aspect ratio of the 
designated images . 

40. The method of cla^^tsiji 31, wherein the dividing 
step divides the screen into n^ ^eas when the number of 
the designated images is greater the 
or less than n^ . 

41. The 
natural number. 

42. Th^^'^'^'TTT^^^^ad^..^^^^ /i^pJ-aim 37, 
designation step prohibits mt>4^..^..tlian a 
number of images from being designated Z""'"'^*^. 

43- '^lis^^^ method of claim 37, further 
the steps of: 

selecting on'fe^^^f the images displayed in the 
divided display areas; and ^^^^ 

displaying the selectetis^i^age so as to occupy 
an entire area of the screen. 

44- The lTte4;hod of clp^^im 37, wherein sound data 
also is stored in the meTrto*^ VarfTd the designation step 
designates one or more images land vtne"'"^9^nd data 

45. method of claim 44, wherein when images 

that have been dfes^gnated include sound data associated 
therewith, the displ^^^i^ng step displays the designated 
images in the correspondi^ng display areas of the screen 
together with a symbol indi^^^ng the existence of the 
sound data associated with the imac 



method of claim 40, wherein 



n 



xs 



wherein the 
predetermined 



comprising 



46. \The method of claim 44, wherein when sound 
data that ha^ been designated does not include an image 
associated th^ewith, the displaying step displays a 
symbol represenu^tive of the designated sound in the 
corresponding displ^ay area, 

47. The metSpd of claim 44, further comprising 
the steps of: 

selecting 6ne of the images displayed in the 
divided display areas; anc 

when the s elated image has sound data 
associated therewith, the di^^laying step displays the 
selected image so as to occupyVthe entire area of the 
screen, and the sound data asss^ciated therewith is 
reproduced - 

48. N^he method of claim 37, wherein when the 
number of the d^^ignated images is greater than n^, the 
dividing step divio^^ the screen into n^ display areas, and 
the displaying step dismays n^ of the designated images in 
the divided display areas. 

49. The method of\^/:l^im 48, wherein the 
displaying step displays either F;^^ first n^ images or the 
last n^ images, among the designjate^ >i^ages , in the divided 
display areas 

50. The method of claim 37, w^i^rein when the 
designating step designates multiple N^ages, the 
designated images are displayed on the screen a^s reduced 
images, the size of each divided display area bein^K larger 
than the size of a thumbnail image that was use^ to 
designate the designated images . 

51. TRhe method of claim 37, further comprising 
the steps of: 

inputting line drawings; 

whereirK when the designated images have 
corresponding line-dra\«k(ings, the displaying step displays 
the designated images and the corresponding line-drawings 
in the screen with the lin^-drawings superimposed on the 
corresponding images . 

52. A method of cofH^olling an information 
processing apparatus, comprising th^steps of: 

\ 

V 



designating one or more images stored in a 

memory; aYid 

controlling a display size of the images 
according tcXthe number of the images that are designated. 

53. X. recording medium that stores a computer- 
readable contr^sj. program having instructions that are 
executable by an information processing apparatus to 
perform the steps of: 

receiving a designation of one or more 
images stored in a\ memory for display in a display 
screen; 

dividing tlVe display screen into a plurality 
of display areas corresponding to the number of 
designated images; and 

displaying eachNpf the designated images in 
a corresponding one of the divided areas of the display 
screen. 

54. The recording medium o^claim 53, wherein the 
displaying step displays the designat>^d images as reduced 
images . 

55. The recording medium of clai^ 53, wherein the 
dividing step divides the screen so that Vn aspect ratio 
of the divided display areas is equal to a\ aspect ratio 
of the designated images . 

56. The recording medium of claim 53, \±ierein the 
dividing step divides the screen into n^ areas >ihen the 



number of the designated images is greater than In- 
equal to or less than n^ . 
57 . 

designation step prohibT 



and 





ium of claim 53, wherein the 
than a predetermined 
number of images from being designatt^ 

58. The recording medium of claim 53, wherein the 
control program further corftpg;;^ses instructions to perform 
the steps of: 

allowing for the selection of one of the 
images displayed in the divided display areas; and 

displaying the selected imabf^ so as to occupy 
an entire area of the screen. \ 

59. The re&t>a=^ding me4^rn of claim 53, wherein 
sound data also is stored ^T^^^-^tJie memory, and the 
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!g>^->>#= p:L;:it-T s tep jci F ^^TOTrl'^^^^* ^ *^ ^ r'e i mag^ 

rbund data. 

60. ^he recording medium of claim 59, wherein 
when images thkt have been designated include sound data 
associated therewith, the displaying step displays the 
designated images in the corresponding display areas of 
the screen together with a symbol indicating the existence 
of the sound data dissociated with the images. 

61. The re<^ording medium of claim 59, wherein 
when sound data thatxhas been designated does not include 
an image associated \ therewith, the displaying step 
displays a symbol representative of the designated sound 
in the corresponding display area. 

62. The recording m^ium of claim 59, wherein the 
control program further includes instructions to perform 
the steps of: 

allowing for the sd^ection of one of the 
images displayed in the divided dispS^ay areas; and 

when the selected ima^e has sound data 
associated therewith, the displaying "^tep displays the 
selected image so as to occupy the en"t\re area of the 
screen, and the sound data associated \ therewith is 
reproduced . 

63. \rhe recording medium of claim 53, wherein 
when the numbek of the designated images is greater than 
n^, the dividingxstep divides the screen into n^ display 



splc 



of the 



ig step displays n 
fided display areas, 
^edium of claim 63, wherein the 
ler the first n^ images or the 
lated images, in the divided 




areas, and the 
designated images in 

64 . The recordj 
displaying step displayi 
last n^ images, among th^ des^ 
display areas. 

65. The recording medium\of claim 53, wherein 
when the designating step designates ismltiple images, the 
designated images are displayed on the^^creen as reduced 
images, the size of each divided display a^^ being larger 
than the size of a thumbnail image that xas used to 
designate the designated images. 

66. The recordicig medium of claim 53, wherein the 
ontrol program further in^3<^des instructions to perform 
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the stepsXof: 

\ inputting line drawings; 
\ wherein when the designated images have 
corresponding\line-drawings, the displaying step displays 
5 the designatedXimages and the corresponding line-drawings 
in the screen wit:h the line-drawings superimposed on the 
corresponding images , 

67. A recortiing medium that stores a computer- 
readable control prog^m having instructions that are 
10 executable by an inforrtv^ion processing apparatus to 
perform the steps of: 

receiving a design^>tion of one or more images 
stored in a memory; and 

controlling a display ^N^ze of the images 
15 according to the number of the images th^st are designated. 



